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Few people here in the U.S. are aware of the 

delicious wines of French Gascony 

(http://www.touradour.com/history/gascony.htm 

- France) , and that’s a shame, because there 

are some great little-known and under-

appreciated wines at bargain-basement prices 

available from the region.

This region, part of the larger area of the Sud-Ouest, dubbed “The Lost 

Uplands” (http://books.google.com/books/about/The_Lost_Upland.html?id=F6t4wZ2X0KsC) in a 

magnificent book of the same name by W. S. Merwin (http://books.google.com/books?

isbn=1570031541) , has every bit as rich and varied a history as other better-known regions of 

France (http://www.examiner.com/topic/france) . The region is culturally different because it is the 

French side of the Pyrenees-straddling Basque culture (Gascoyne is French for Basque), that 

fascinating and mysterious culture that has survived beyond the limits of history in their homeland, 

yielding suzerainty grudgingly to conquerors and kings, but never giving up their unique identity.

It is also called ‘the lost uplands’ because commercially and economically it was stunted into 

grinding poverty by geography and politics. It’s an ‘out of the way’ region with little in the way of 

industry or prolific agriculture or other resources; it’s off the well-beaten tourist paths (except for the 
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old pilgrim trail to Santiago de Compostela (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Way_of_St._James) on the 

French-Spanish coast; and it has been repressed economically by restrictive trade practices of the 

Bordelaise who controlled the rivers and ports and imposed punitive tariffs, the formidable 

mountains that almost surround it, and the rugged and rustic terrain that challenges both trade and 

the casual visitor.

Viticulture, however, has always thrived here, albeit on a more rustic scale and with very little 

regional unity. Most wine are are small and specialized, unable to build up major followings, with the 

obvious exceptions of Cahors (http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-cahors-wine/) and 

Gaillac (http://www.terroir-france.com/region/southwest_gaillac.htm) perhaps as bright spots.

It’s worth your while to seek out the humble wines of Gascony 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_West_France_(wine_region)#Gascony_subregion) . Price inflation 

and the quest for fame and vast profits haven’t touched here…as yet…and the wines provide 

impressive levels of quality and unique styles at a fraction of the price other regions demand.

Here is a wine from one family estate in Bas-Armagnac that convincingly makes that case:

Domaine du Tarique (http://www.tariquet.com/default_uk.asp) t is one of the exceptions of Gascony, 

a large, sprawling and extremely successful producer of wine and spirits, unlike most of the small 

farmers and winemakers that dot the terrain. Founded in 1912 by a bear tamer and performer who 

had traveled the world and found his heart’s desire at home with the Domaine du Tariquet estates, 

M. Artaud partnered with his son from New York, Jean-Pierre, to acquire the estate.

The estate was in disrepair and had been devastated by the plague of phylloxera that had wiped out 

the vineyards, but with the sweat equity of unrelenting hard work, the Artaud family developed the 

property while surviving the disruption of World War I. Later, the Spaniard Pierre Grassa, an 

escaped POW and freedom fighter in World War II met and married the daughter of the Artaud 

family, and their offspring continued to develop Domaine du Tariquet into what it is today, producing 

both Armagnac and an estate portfolio of nine different white and rosé wines under the sobriquet of 

Famille Grassa and the guidance of Yves Grassa.

Part of the great delight of the wines of Gascony, and the wines of Domaine du Tariquet in 

particular, is their interesting blend of varieties, some quite familiar (Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, 

Chenin Blanc) and some quite unusual to us (Ugni Blanc, aka Trebbiano, also used for the 

Armagnac brandy; Gros Manseng, Petite Manseng, and Tannat) that are mainstays in this region, 

mostly unknown out of it.

Domaine du Tariquet Chenin-Chardonnay, Vin de Pays de Cotes de Gascoyne 

(http://www.robertkacherselections.com/portfolio_detail.php?itemno=g351609) , is a great example of 

the humble white wines of the region, both familiar and exotic at the same time, perfectly attuned to 

a diverse variety of foods, eminently satisfying, not at all pretentious, and remarkably affordable at 

around $10-12 a bottle.

Chardonnay can be lovely, but is often over-manipulated and masked with oak. It can add delightful 

apple and pear flavors, but sometimes lacks aromatic expression and can be a bit low in acidity and 

in need of plumping up. Chenin Blanc, on the other hand, is sometimes screeching in acidity but has 

wonderful aromatic complexity, and may need judicious toning down.
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The combination of the two varieties, however, as in this blend, makes for a more dynamic, tasty 

and---quite frankly---gulpable table wine, by playing to the strength of each variety. The Chardonnay 

(25%) provides the aforesaid green apples and juicy pears; the Chenin Blanc (75%) supplies the 

snap of crispy acidity and a brisk minerality, along with ripe melon, honey and intriguing English 

toffee to tantalize the taste buds and leave you asking for more.

An amazingly diverse food wine---the Gascons don’t differentiate between “wine” and “food wine;” 

all wines are food wines to them--- the Chenin-Chardonnay goes down so easily that you’ll want to 

go ahead and get another bottle beforehand. You’ll need it.

The wines of Domaine du Tariquet are distributed in the U.S. market by the esteemed Robert 

Kacher Selections (http://www.robertkacherselections.com/index.php?friend=1) . Kacher is well 

known for his select and impressive portfolio of wines and spirits. He knows how to pick winners.

Hoke Harden, French Wine Examiner 

An enthusiastic lover of wine and spirits, Hoke Harden has experienced every 
possible facet of the world of wine and spirits as a retailer, restaurateur, bartender, 
buyer, wholesaler, supplier, marketer, critic, writer, competition judge and educator. 
He is currently the principle of Elixir Vitae...
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