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Distilled Spirits. When we talk about them these days, it may be more likely we are referring to spirits 
from the grain, such as whisky. Yet Armagnac is distilled fruit juice, otherwise known as brandy. Brandy 
can be made from any fruit, but is most usually made with grape; it is distilled wine. The names of French 
brandy regions are familiar: Cognac and Armagnac. Perhaps less so (with the exception of Calvados 
apple brandy) the appellations.

Armagnac as it happens was my first (spiritual) love. My mother was a brandy drinker, and I soon 
progressed to Cognac and then Armagnac. 

Florence Boucheron was in Sydney last month to step the industry through an Armagnac Master Class 
which covered the history of Domaine Du Tariquet, the complex process of producing Armagnac, and 
guided guests on a sensory journey of Tariquet’s unique Armagnacs made only with Folle Blanche 
grapes – the first varietal used to produce Cognac and Armagnac in the 19th century. 

The Tariquet Armagnac range includes 100% Folle Blanche non-aged, 5 years, 8 years and 15 years and 
an Ugni Blanc and Baco XO.

Tariquet is imported into Australia by Cerbaco

Cerbaco Managing Director Valerie Blayac said: “We’re honoured to have Florence and Gérard visit 
Australia. This is the perfect opportunity for bartenders and members of the trade to discover the 
intricacies of Tariquet Armagnac and Vedrenne Liqueurs from the respective brand’s representatives. 
The Cerbaco team and I look forward to a great day at The Oak Barrel.”

Perhaps my most interesting discovery of the day was the diversity in simplicity and complexity, lightness 
and darkness, flavour and texture, that Armagnac offers. Previously I had only considered Armagnac a 
digestif, but was pleased to learn that it can be savoured anytime anywhere. Ms Boucheron encouraged 
me to try Armagnac as an aperitif.

www.tariquet.com
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